out  challenges right  and  left  to   public  debate, though   few    are    eager   to    meet    the   * Punic wrangler,' as his rivals soon describe him.     We have    seen    how    effectually   he    crushed    the Manichean   bishop   of   Hippo.     The   Donatist bishop,  Proculeianus,  was   also   urgently invited to   hold   a   public    debate    with    him,    but    he managed to evade it.    A few years later he had a debate  with  another  Manichean,  Felix, in his own church.     The acta are not interesting reading.     Felix is an incompetent and shifty debater, and Augustine has already made some progress in pious intolerance.    At the close of the first day's debate Augustine prudently handed the man over to  a  Christian,, who was to see that he did not retire   prematurely   from   the   conflict.     After   a second day of the unequal struggle Felix wearily renounced his  heresy.     Augustine does not improve in temper with the advance of his experience in   debating.     One  of his Donatist  adversaries,re sent to him and obscure heresies denounced. One day a man picks up a small volume in the streets of Carthage, treating of a heresy he is unacquainted with. At once he forwards it to the great Augustine ofoccur to !iim «, .wtilr niattn , l»y thr ,|rvnr »vi.,»L has so happily solved u modern difficulty <i| thr Kiii.i, In «j.«!- .,- r prelate takes the title of 'Prinialp crt'Irelaud,'u»,| the ..il.n • l'-i- *'.
